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families who benefit from a timely and accu-
rate annual pap smear. I am anxious to con-
tinue the work we have begun with HCFA and
am counting on my colleagues support for the
Investment in Women’s Health Act of 1999.
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Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to pay humble tribute to the students, teach-
ers, and parents of Blevins Junior High School
in Colorado for their efforts to help the needy
during the holidays. I commend the faculty of
Blevins as well as all the students, parents,
and individuals who contributed to their special
canned food drive. Their selfless dedication
has provided warmth, comfort, and happiness
to families in Colorado. That the school pro-
duced 5,500 cans of food and warm clothing
for the benefit of local families through the
Salvation Army is testament to the true mean-
ing of the spirit of Christmas and Hanukkah.
Let us remember, as these good people have,
that the holiday season is one of giving, one
of joy, and one of hope. Let this example dur-
ing the holidays be a beacon to us all through-
out the year.
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Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to introduce bipartisan legislation that will con-
tinue the war on drugs by prohibiting federal
funds from being used to develop needle ex-
change programs. These programs are harm-
ful to communities and undermine our nation’s
drug control efforts. Similar legislation over-
whelmingly passed the House last year with
broad bipartisan support.

Drug abuse continues to ravage our com-
munities, our schools and our children. Heroin
use is again on the rise. Unfortunately, thou-
sands of children will inject hard core drugs
like heroin and cocaine for the first time this
year, and many of them will not make it to
adulthood. To deal with this problem, we must
have a firm commitment by the federal gov-
ernment to end the cycle of addiction and
abuse that destroys so many lives.

Not only are needle exchange programs in
conflict with federal law, but the results of
community-based needle exchange programs
have been disastrous. Needle exchange pro-
grams result in towns with higher crime,
schools that are littered with used drug para-
phernalia, and neighborhoods that are
magnets for drug addicts and the high-risk be-
havior that accompany them.

Providing free hypodermic needles to ad-
dicts so they can continue to inject illegal
drugs sends a terrible message to our chil-
dren—that Congress has given up on the fight
to stop illegal drug use and that the federal

government implicitly condones this illegal ac-
tivity. As lawmakers, we have a responsibility
to rise up and fight against the use and
spread of drugs everywhere we can. We
should start by making it harder, not easier to
practice this deadly habit. This bipartisan,
common sense legislation will reaffirm the fed-
eral government’s commitment to the war on
drugs.

While supporters of these dangerous pro-
grams can overlook the damage they do to
our communities and our children simply be-
cause they believe they serve a public health
interest, the medical evidence is simply not
there. Studies have shown that addicts who
use needle exchange programs are more like-
ly to contract HIV or other blood-borne vi-
ruses. A recent study published in the Amer-
ican Journal of Epidemiology concluded that
there was no indication that needle exchanges
protected against blood-borne infections. In
fact, the study concluded, ‘‘there was no indi-
cation of a protective effect of syringe ex-
change against HBV or HCV infection. Indeed,
highest incidence of infection occurred among
current users of the exchange, even after ad-
justing for confounding variables.’’

Mr. Speaker, when the President unveiled
his anti-drug strategy, Vice-President Gore
stated, ‘‘We must mount an all-out effort to
banish crime, drugs and disorder and hope-
lessness from our streets once and for all.’’
Yet, in the words of the President’s own Na-
tional Drug Czar, General Barry McCaffrey,
‘‘these programs are magnets for all social
ills—pulling in crime, violence, addicts, pros-
titution, dealers and gangs and driving out
hope and opportunity.’’ Mr. Speaker, we will
never banish crime, drugs, disorder and hope-
lessness by providing those responsible for it
with the tools of their trade.

The United States government must never
give up on the war against the deadly drugs
that continue to destroy our neighborhoods,
our schools and so many of our families. We
should not tell our children ‘‘Don’t do drugs,’’
on the one hand, while giving them free nee-
dles to shoot up with the other. We need a na-
tional drug control policy which emphasizes
education, interdiction, prevention and treat-
ment—NOT subsidies for addicts.

I urge my colleagues to heed the advice of
General McCaffrey and ensure that the federal
government is not in the business of subsidiz-
ing irresponsible, reckless and illegal behavior.
The federal government should provide lead-
ership, NOT needles.
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Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate Dan Malcolm, recipient
of The Viticulture and Enology Research Cen-
ter Award. Dan Malcolm has been a strong
supporter of the California grape industry for
many years.

Each year at California State University,
Fresno, an outstanding individual in the Cali-
fornia grape industry is honored on Grape
Day. This year, The Viticulture and Enology
Research Center proudly honored Dan Mal-
colm of Malcolm Media for his generous sup-

port of the program and his dedication to the
California grape industry.

Dan Malcolm grew up on a family farm near
Sanger, California, where he gained a strong
respect for agriculture. As a young man, he
became interested in politics and agricultural
education, which led him to become owner,
publisher, and editor of the fastest growing ag-
ricultural publishing company in the Western
United States. In 1992, Dan founded Malcolm
Media Ag Publishing in Clovis, California. The
first publication he and his wife Monica formed
to help expand awareness of agriculture was
American Vineyard, which was first published
in early 1992. In just two short years American
Vineyard became the highest circulated grape
industry publication in the state. In 1995 Amer-
ican Vineyard became the most requested
grape industry publication in the United States
with over 10,000 readers. Today Malcolm con-
tinues to support agricultural education
through scholarships to viticulture, and
enology students throughout California.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to congratulate
Dan Malcolm, recipient of The Viticulture and
Enology Research Center Award. Dan has
been a vital part of the California grape indus-
try. I urge all my colleagues to join me in wish-
ing Dan Malcolm many years of continued
success.
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Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize the retirement of a giant in the en-
ergy industry, Captain Bruce A. Beam. Bruce
will retire from American Electric Power as
Vice President of Governmental Affairs on
February 28th after 34 years of service.

I have gotten to know Bruce from my serv-
ice on the Commerce Committee. Beginning
with the Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990
and through the Energy Policy Act of 1992 I
recognized Bruce as a source of accurate in-
formation and steadfast integrity. While we
were not always on the same side on all the
issues, I knew that at the end of the day I
could expect a smile and a kind word from
Bruce, regardless of the outcome.

Bruce first came to Washington in the early
1970s as a commuter lobbyist from Roanoke,
Virginia. In 1978 AEP decided that Bruce
should establish a Washington office and after
working out of his home for a while he settled
into some space on K Street. The impact of
having Bruce in DC full time was extremely
positive and as a result the AEP Board of
trustees elected Bruce Vice President of Gov-
ernmental Affairs in 1981.

In addition to ably representing AEP in
Washington Bruce continued in his service to
the US Navy culminating in his appointment to
the Chief of Naval Operations Executive Advi-
sory Committee. This important body provides
guidance to the CNO on a host of issues deal-
ing with national security. Bruce’s service to
this group has been and continues to be on a
pro-bono basis.

Although he will no longer be working the
halls of Congress for AEP full time, I know we
will see Bruce around Washington. Two of his
children and three of his grandchildren live in
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